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The up-to-date minirter hM de- 
vious ways for eneonrsgixig 

church attei; dance. Bishop Wm. 
F. McDowell of Chicago, when ad- 
dressing a meeting of the St. 
Louis City Evangelization Union 
at Union AUethodist church, re- 
cently, declared that the "counr" 
tryfled" preacher sliourd be rt^ 
moved from the oit.y, lliat the 
struggling ■■mission" is a dis- 
grace to Ak'thodisni and i;undemu- 
McDowell says the church door 
should be wide open to lovers 
since the "church is the edifice of 
love." It is evident that the 
Uisliop refers only to lovers with 
pockets full of the " filthy lucre." 
■If Ciirist should come to Chica- 
go"' and appear at the headquar- 
ters of Bishop .MWl>owell, no 
doubt the ■'meek and lowly" 
would be directed to the coun- 
try and told to take the " wid- 
ow's mite and the "mission" 
with him. I wonder if it would 
be considered "bad taste" to 
shout "halleUgah, praise the 
Lord" in thi« im>-to-date bishop's 
church ! 

Not long since a bill was pre- 
sented before the St. Loni s Hoo ae 
of Delegates tjy delfgfW fHAp^ 

man at the request of delegate 
EngL'l "prohibiting the sale and 
delivery of ice on Sunday." 
There is one large Ice Octopus in 
St. Lotiis that refuses to deliver 
ice on Sunday, while all the snmll 
eoniipanies do lUiake Sunday de- 
liveries and Siuiday sales. If a 
law were eimeted to prohibit the 
sale and delivery of iee on Sun- 
day this octopus would sell more 
iic in six days than th<:y eouJd 
pussil)ly sell if tOey imide deliv 
eries on Sundays, because the 
consumer would have to allow for 
'melting" over Saturday night 
and the octopus would pay their 
workmfiD for six days and nov for 
seven. The poor devil who has 
no ice box and no money with 
which to buy one is not to be eon 
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are tiie ones who give their ( 
tributions at Christmas 
Thanksgiving and have their 
names in the dailies in large type 
they have their nare plate oi 
pews of fashionable churches and 
their wives and dauijliten 
fashionable attire luittoii hole 
passers by on "hospital day" and 
get a "lovely . write up" in our 
popular yellow journals. This 
method it so much more refined 
and. fashionable than giving thi 
"poor derila" a ehaaee to help 
themaelTet. 

A St. Imu'is minister asks "Who 
Created He'l" The writer is not 
aware that hell (a place) has eve 
been "created," but, if it has, n 
doubt a few congenial devils e^ 
tablished a homestead and took 
refuge there to get away from 
the pnaehera and ennui of that 
other land of goldni harps. 

Archbishop Glennon recently 
spoke in defense of th(! cloister 
at the tercentennial eelebratior 
of th Visitation Onler in St 
Louis*. 11c said, in pari ■■Thit 
is a day o,, which every i hi..- W( 
do is cm the sarfaee. Our ko»h1> 
are exposed on the sdewaik, so to 
speak. The cloister is set aside 
because it dos not cater to vul- 
garity and because it does not 

licwspape:-; licit I.e.- d(M's il ad 
tise the senndals of its members 
nor of its wealthy patrons. . .Civ- 
ilization will be loBt wh.'T tiu 
gentlemanlineas, the culture, the 
obedience and the humility that 
•N liht mottow of tkis ovdsr we 



Please note 

that the archbishop does not deny 
that the cloister has its scandals, 
but it does Lot advertise tiu'm nor 
indals of its wealthy pal- 
Jusi hand over your coi i 
Mr. Money Man and we will see 
that 7}fnwe not exposed I He in- 
dicates"' that scandals become 
•vulgar" only when "advertis- 
;d." A cloistered nun .nay be a 
lymbolie of obedience and hu- 
mility, but I'd like for the arch- 
bishop to point out for me in her 
"motto" jentlemanlineaa and 
culture." There can be no cul- 
ture unless we lei iti the li;:ht and 
if all the woi.icu in AiufTiav 
should becomiC nuns Uuuorrow, 
in six weeks there d not be a gen- 
tleman left— they'd all turn 
priests. It takes wives, mothen 
and daughters to make gentlemen 
of the male bipeds. 

That the cost of living has 
greatly increased in the past few 
years cannot be disputed, and 
while professors, ministers and 
trust-buat'ers are trying to fix the 
cause of this increase the farmer 
is paying MI his mortgage and 
the wage <linier is wearing sec- 
we:*l!!Utl AinMs and «att:(g hand- 
loe-dowe vegetables — but, there is 
jne person on this mudane 
sphere who has had a salary in- 
crease in keepiny: with the ad- 
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house steaks. The Ka 
his little salary of $4,0(W.()U0 a 
year raised to $4,875,000 per an- 
num. The Prussian Diet passed 
the government bill (making this 
i.icrease possible) on first reading' 
-only the six Socialist aiciubeis 
voting adversely. Herr HoiliM:..., 
one of the Socialist membeis even 
had the courage tol say "The 
Kaiser's extravagance h a oad 
example to set before the i-e iple' 
and suggested that it would ■'be 
better to spend the pcopl' s 
i.ioney in social legislation. ' 

Strange that this radicnl llotT- 
.nan is allowed to run at lar;.H. 
and oiler criticism of His Royal 
Higiniess! Herr Hoffman is uu- 
reasonable to expect a rul.'r I- 
nuiintaiu th ■ dignity of his naiioi 
and the largest baud of o.-gauized 
Christian murderers on the face of 
the earth on a pritry HOOO.JXK) 
per! Surely the true and loyal 
subjects will see to it thai this 
radical lad is spanked and sent 
to belOlv or .to Ami^rics to vdI- for 
Teddy snd a Vaticar at Washing- 
ton. 

Rev. T. II. Dabuey, a iJ.iiilist 
minister. Mrs. Dabney, his wile, 
and their grand-sou. Dale F'»rcst. 
of Liberty, Mo, started from 
t olace on th-> longest day T 
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and then w arc re- 
mi. .ded hy the preachers that In 
lidelity is simply nothing; only a 
fault-finder; that it has no posi- 
tive principles but poses as a de- 
stroyer; that it has no responsibil- 
ity, but spends its time throwi.ig 

busies itseli' in tearing down what 
others have brilt with much pa- 
tience, sulfering and tears. And 
he advises his Christian hearers 
to avoid it as they would a rattle 
snake, a.s a parasite that lives on 

says he, ••Infidelily ca.. live only 
as Christianity lives. It depends 
upon Cliristianity to prey upon 
Should Christianity fall Infideli- 
ty also has no excuse to live. " 
And the pieaeher looks wise and 
the people think he is \\ ise, a.id 
that Jnlidelily is a n.ost iiiconsis 
te.it and d;spisal>le system. 

.\ow let us -see how much truth 
there is in the above tirade and 
how luuch it signifies. 

The word "infidelity" means 
want of faith or belief. It mat- 
ters not what the systeiu is, one 
who denies the truth of that sys- 
tem is an Infidel to it. The Mo- 
ra mn.cdiaus call all Christians 
Infidels because they are lacking 
in faith in the Mohammedian re- 
lifxion. Thsii if infidelity is a most 
dcs|)isable thing as the preachers 
make out because it ia simply neg- 
ative and tears down then must 
Mohammedianinn, its aatipode be 
a most desirable and hence truth 
lid system. 

Till' above method of establish 
iiiLT or perpetuating the Christian 
I'aith by a.sgaulting the negative 
simply because it is negative is a 
l>lai.. case of begging; the question, 
.-suppose that Darwin had at- 
t.'.iipted to established his evolu 
tion theo.'v by att^ieki.i- the ,!,■ 
iiic.-s of it on the •.'rouiid that 
they were mere fearers down, 
would such tactics eonvinee the 
clergy of the truth of evoluticHi? 

Did the work of the Infidels 
end in simply negation, even 
though it began there, who de- 
nied and destroyed the Bibl > 
doctrine of slavery, of witchcraft, 
of polygamy, of deamonologj- and 
its various doctrines contradicted 
by the sciences of geology, astron 
omy, evolution, etc.? Infidelity 
though merely negative has mail 
way for and initiated freethi>iii:hi 
and free speech, lioth positive 
svstems a.i.i the Hihle is Itlfidcl to 
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end's new tive-i.assciiger ear. 
whieli he has loaded with a com- 
plete camping outfit. The ^arty 
will travel <liiring the coo! morn- 
ing hours, preach from the sidi' 
of the car in the afternoon inn! 
evenings and camp out during the 
night. .NErs. Dabney will had the 
singing and young P .r st w ill 
take ill the shekels. Mr*. D.-i'ioey 
says ■■it's 'he Bible brou -.I'l d wii 
to (late... without food or scrip 
.. .till', is almost ..we we 
will depend on the Lord." N )W. 
what wo. 'Id the lo'vl; .P-sus .liink 
i>f this ),itiii, if lie should meet it* 
The re\ciend sliou'd re: i-mlK-r 
that .lesiis " hoofed it'" and th-'lt 
to htivi 'M .ulme for »ei;rerir.g is 
a sill . . ^11 ce f iiisi iiPh->i> I'i! is 
puiii|ie(l t'idiii the n'th< r rej;i.>r.s 
where '\ i; '.eeded to finish roast- 
ing B. b lugcrsoll, ft al. 

USiSSth PAUL. 
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as long as he is loyal to 
trine that dams him for his be- 
lief. A. A. 8N0"W. 
Lineville, Iowa. 



church property taxed and sky 

pilots to pay license after being 
tested. (JEO. (). HOMKRTS. 

THE WORLD S WORKERS. 

Who are the world's workers? 
Are they the ones that oppose 
Free speech f No ; the opponents 
of free speech sie the 'overt of 
lies;; the haten of p r of u s s ; the 
enemdes of humattitj; the nurses 
of ignorance, degradation and 
superstition. 

When the church invites criti- 
eisHi, cu.nts investigation on all 
sides it may then boast of being 
one of the world's workers. But 
is the church going to make such 
a reform? No never, for it would 
die in the attempt; and in the 
resur.-ection after s..el. il.jiiise it 
would ose its identity. 

The Christian church can never 
favor free speech; no theory p<js- 
aible can that has for its very 
foundation the idea that iiuin de- 
serves to be damned for his be- 
lief. Ki-e,. sp.'ech and d.ii.i.iatinn 
for opinion ai-e deadly .■i.emies; 
they are antipodes. The church 
may change but it would have to 
beat the Dutchman at the chang- 
ing bii.siness to really favor free 
»I)eeeh. 

Hut wha' about the ehanuring ot 
the J)ul,-liman' Well, just this: 
A DntehniMi applied to an artist 
for a jiortr.'cit of his father who 
was dead, but he had no likenes.s 
to go bv — a good description was 
all the raw material he coubl fur- 
nish. So v.ith this mat. lial t\v 
artisi went to work .\nd after 
completing the .job the best he 
could he submitted the product 
to the view of the Dutchman. 
The Dutidiman after looking it 
over remarked: "Veil, dat vash 
him all veil eniif, but -oodness 
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ITS USE AND ABUSE 



It is the Lijcht of Life and the Only Trusty 
Guide to be DepeniM Upon Under 
all CircunutsMces 
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Christian to adopt 
free spi-ei-li would have to make 
such a clian^'e that the Dutch- 
man eouKI not pick him out to 
save his soul from tart-irous. 
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know all th.' tn.-tics and si 
adtiffted by the priexvs of Cod to 
prevent the P^reethought side 
from coming before the people. 
They littl ' realize that they, in 
following the priests are rearet' 
up in a band-box with bandage; 
over tiieir eyes, made into slaves 
for God's sake. .Some of them 
have so badly been deceived that 
they actually think that free 
speech is an achievement of the 
cliun-h. while at the same time 
they shiidd. r at the tl.. i.i;ht of 
the i,'reat s^n of hearing 'he free- 
thinker express bis side of the 
case, .So sciiooled in prejudice 
are they, without knowing it, that 
thev count Ihi' reaso. lings ii( the 
Fr.'. think.T the cavils of the dev- 
il. Th.. .•liun..h to a -r.Mi extent, 
has sue.'c.'.led in siilisidi/iiig or 
corrupting the press that it often 
will even slander Freethought. 
but is almost certain to turn 
down any replv tiiat l'>eethinkers 
f( 



Free! I 
I..- Ir, 



Lineville, Iowa. 



A. A. SNOW. 



liY ( ILVNMNC SEVEi^VNCE. 

In clear and rational thinking 
liis man's salvation from the 
unavoidable evils of life; and his 
eomiort, welfare, and i-rogress 
are mainly dependent on the 
right use of his one supreme fa- 
(•ulty — reason. Reason is the 
light of lif.', and the ..n!y truBty 
guide that can he depended upon 
at all times and under all cir- 
cumstances. Nothing can take 
its place or be used as a substi- 
tute without danger; and yet 
with all its powers and po,ssibili- 
ties, il ca-i and does lead men 
astray au.i hll their lives with 
acts of foolishness, absurdities 
and follies. Why and how is a 
question that naturally rises in 
conneetion with this fact ; and the 
answer is easily foiiiid. When 
men start with 
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FOURTH OF JULY PICNIC. 

Denui.son Ohio. June 21), 1910. 
Mr. James E. Hughes, Lexington. 
Kentucky : 

Dear Sir and Comrade :—Tli<' 
Buckeve Secular Cnion will Indd 
th.'ir Se,...:i,l .'kniiual I'icni.- .m 
.Inly 4tli .It U) a. m. in Canal Dov- 
er, Ohio, in the big urehai-d oppo- 
site MV. A. C. Narragon's resi- 
lience on East Second Street. All 
Fret thinkers and their friends are 
coi'diallv invited to bring their 
l>askcts"and help make this a big 
day for hiberalism. .M- Narra- 
gon will apeak at 1 p. m.. an 1 
perhaps other .sho.-t si)eeel,i's. luit 
we want a good time to ir.'t ac- 
quainted. «(> the s|)eaking will be 
short. With vour.self :iiid stiilT 
could meet with the Ohio delega- 
tion of Freethinkers who are for 
Freethought, Free Press and Free 



FOURTH OF JULY RATES 

QUEEN & CRESCENT ROUTE 

On account of the Celebration 
of the l:{4th Aiiniversarv of the 
Dee I a rat ion of I nde[,e..denee of 
i^he I'nited Siat.'s. rh.- VCEFA' & 
CHK.SCK.XT Rdl TH will sell 
round trip tickets, July 2, 3, and 
-1. good returning until July 8 
11)10. at reduced rates. Ask tick- 
et agent for full particulars. 



eau be, and are, led into error and 
no end of mistakes; for reason 
works systenuitically with the 
material given it to deal with, 
and will logically follow a false 
ulca to Its nltiiiiate eouehision as 

vious to setting reason to work, 
let the truth of your ideas and the 
certainty of your facts be estab- 
lished. The world has been 
cursed with superstition in all its 
varied foniis, since mortal man 
ajipeared i u its surface, because 
he started with false assump- 
tions and built his theories and 
conclusions thereon. He has tak- 
en the God idea which owes its 
existence to a misused 'magina- 
tion, and e.ected upon it a fear- 
ful and foolish system of religion; 
ajid has pursued his delusions in 
all ages to such an extreme that 
the pleasures of this world hav 
been greatly lessened and destroy- 
ed l)y the fears of another. He 
has made mental misery in liirg.' 
(piautities by permitting himself 
to believe things that cannot be 
proven, and by letting his reason 
ing faculties deal seriously with 
fables and falsehoods. He has 
reasoned himself into states of in- 
tolerance and cruelty; has per- 
swuted ins fellows and conuiiit 
ted extreme acts of injustice, be- 
cause he started out with wrong 
and false ideas and kept reason- 
ing from ihem; so from these 
things we see where and why ere- 
(lulitv is .>..e of the u'reat.'St .■vil,. 
that "ever existed. To iio.iestl\ 
and sincerely believe a falsehood 
does not cbsnge or lessen its pow- 
er for evil, and this often and 
well demonstrated fact, should 
lead all men to thorougrly test 
l.eliefs before permitting 



one of these two classes, would, 
or could, conform to religious 
ceremonies having for their ob- 
ject escape from the wrath of an 
imaginary God. 

It is t're abuse of .-eason that 
makes possible religiou.s fears; 
but its right use will not < tily de- 
stroy but prevent them. The ra- 
tionalist has no religious fears iie- 
luse he refuses to acept iiny be- 
lief in rcliu'ion, and reason used 
■IS it sh..iilil be, approves his eon- 
iuct. 

A Roman Catholic Archbishop 
n a recent seniwm declared that 
rationalists make unreasonable 
use of reasoning powers, and he 
tried to demonstrate this claim by 
■saving; when men speak the- ra- 
tionalist believes. When Cod 
<peaks the rationalist deni -s."' 

Such tak is priestly twid.iie 
iind has no weight only with the 
dupes of his religion, whos. Hiinds 
too much paralyzed to think 
and reason clearly. KiUi m.i'istn 
having no knowledge of Cod and 
do not believe in one, and t;s the 
priest's God ever speak« only 
through him, the rationalist l.eiirs 
only a noian talking, and don't 
hesitate to say so. He furtln-r 
said, " the ehiirch believes in lea- 



Headers of the Blade have no 
doulit remarked upon the excel 
lent ipialicy of the eontent.s of 
tin- |iaper for the past month 
...o,'.'. It is one i..t.Lli.i.. to keep 
it up t,. this hi-h standard. Help 
the work by directing tlie atten- 
tion of your friends to the pa- 
per. 
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people. 1» tt NllKimM SOMMa and tale* 
of priaMir fletion w« rathlwriy azpo^d 
while th* aiMnU <t]rl« U wHhMt «oin- 
oT Wvrt. 
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them. Would they do this, 
use reason tor the purpose of cf 
tablishing the truth and realit, 
of their accepted views and opii 
ioiLs instead of letting them eoi 
trol and exercise reason, what 
dilVereut result would follow. 

There is neither certsinty nor 
safety in using reason without 
you are sure of your connection 
with facts, so the first thing the 
ratiimalist asks for and wants, is 
the evidence of realities. 

If one assumes there is a hell 
and a heav.^n and another w.irld. 
h.' .-an reason him.self into i... 
.11,1 of l.eliefs as to what will 
theiv occur; but if he vill only 
wait until he knows there is an 
other world, he will avoid dealing 
with a lot of inmginary troublt 
What no one knows anything 
about is hardly worth b dnt; dis 
furbed over, and yet such thing, 
form a large part of credulous 
people's troubles, for all religious 
l>eople come under that head : and 
they are still very numerous. 
Thev all believe they are sure to 
have tro.il'le with an i,. 
(iikI in an unknown world, 
_ they act like fools and simpletons 
ia thkt world, for no one not ' 
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record so clearly 
statement, that it 
,i.al it is a wropi)er. 
The church believes in the iil.usc 
f rea.son and that fact is J'l '.'Iv 
admitted for every .lesiiit is a liv- 
g te.stini.vnial to it. False ami 
distorted methods of reusoniug 
strictly Jesuitical, for the mot- 
to of tliose smooth and diplomn- 
fricksters is, "the en 1 justi- 
fies the means." 

The only condition und ■!• 'vliich 
the Roman Catholic church will- 
gly permits the use ot reason, 
is when its use is abused Iiy ac- 
cepting its dogmas and reasoning 
from them hs so many fact.s. That 
of course carries one into the 
quagmires of superstition ..iicr." 
the holy fatbei-s wish to :'cl them. 
And it is the same with the 
■ot estant churches, for if people 
a son with Protestant dogmas as 
a starting po:i t, they cann..; h3ip 
■ iig Priteslant .•on;'!iislon.s, 
and being eiis'av.'d tliere'.i; 
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facts when lie begins to nasoii. 

and he never lets go of tliciii ; but 

[)riests and preachers start with 
.ssumptions, so reason can never 
iri.ig them together. Common 
eiise and ren-soii should always 
;o together, ami wiieu they do, 

religion catches no victims and 
Lc.i do not run after other men 
lecause they dress different and 
lai.ii to speak for a God's science 
an find no tniee of and the uni- 
•crsc has no pla,-c for. 

Therefore, cvcy man ol sense 
Liid sanity know.s, that rational- 
sm is the only thing that should 
outrol men's minds and shape 
he affairs of this "world as far 
IS thinking can and does; for fail- 

inate the world by filling it with 
mental slaves, who live and die 
in ignorance while doing the will 

if a priest, who escapes the curse 
if Adam by co.iipclling fools 
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the institution that enslaves them. 
Rational thinking is the only 
thing that tan or will kill priest- 
craft, so let us work to increase 
it. and may the Blade long be a 
factor in the much needed work, 
l.os Angeles, California. 



Dnoovnns. 

A world-wide inoveroent to 
make them known and perpetua- 
ted. For partic.iiars. send a self- 
addressed envelope to the Presi- 
dent of the Chiu-ch of Humanity. 
W. H. KSBA. 
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•UMCRimoN hatb*. 

Br BUM, poitpald tl.M pr. yr. In adysBoa. 

Five new yearly aubaorlbers at on* re- 
mlttanoa 60 cenU each. 

ntralgA ■ub«crlptlaii% postpaid Il.to 



11.00; Bix months 00. one year, 18.00 
Quarter column, 1 Insertion, 12.09; < 
montli, $4.00: klx montha, tlO.OO: < 



tbn dau or ezpIratlOD of atibMrlptlon. 
Back number* or numbeis omitted will 
be »fnt. If Baked for upon renewal In 
case or dlicontlnuan M. 
aUOUU> ANY eUBSCiUBER change bla 
I, advlM this office, Klvlng 




The Blade urxei upuu Us rettderi 
ooDtribuU •rtlolM tor Ua aotumH. Tin 
POM baa Mid "FuU maay a tma «( pur- 
Mt rajr aoMiia tii* dark, uofatliomed 
aa.v«a ot ooaan baar." and the same be 
tnia of jroiir atad. BapedaUy do we re- 
qwat artloiaa from our younger readers. 
You may not b« a Kidder, a Wilson, a 
Foote, a Ladd. or a Wetuteln. Very (aw 
ot ua are. But you certainly can say 
t that wlU be of Intereat to your 



or not Tile sequel wcnild show 
that he did not know, for it is too 
much for the human brain to eon- 
template for a moment that an 
Aliwiae Infinite Qod would delib- 
erately be ^ilty of telling a 
couple of poor ignorant human 
beings something that he knew 
\vji.>i ni>t true. \V(> cnn't admit it 
for ,1 imoiiii.nt. Aucordiug to thy 
iiarrntive, some one has been 
(fuilty of telling a most fearful 
falsehood, and making a God 
contradict his own atatements. 

It is our honest opinion that uo 
r.oi] i ver had anything to do with 
tiie writing of this book. Tlie fol- 
low liiat wiote this contradiction 
is tlic same one who tella us that 
(iod after creating the eartti says 
it is without form and void, and 
(hat tliere was four days and 
iiiirlit-s without either tb"- risiii': 
or sottinK of tlio siui, also tliiit 
<;o,l divided the light from the 
i M Kneaa. In other -vrords that it 
\ both light and dark at the 
siiiiic time and Qod divided them. 
This same writer tells us that the 
work of creation wa.s completed 
on the si.xth day, man made aud 
female created and blessed, then 
tells us that Bve, the mother of 
mankind, was not created until 
the man got lonesome in the gar- 
den of Eden. He also says tliat the 
first thinjj he does after he be- 
comes grown is to conuuitt a mur- 
der. He kills a poor Egy ptian on 
the sly, then hides him in the 
sand, BKod. ii 12. He Mys that 
he wu made a Ood to Riaroah 
and A&ron, his brother, was his 
prophet. He tells us also about 
God raving to come down so many 
times to tfee how things were 
running here. This is the same 
fellow that tells us that the Lord 
plagued the people because they 
made the calf which Aaron made, 
Exod 32: 35. He also says that 
the Lord spoke unto him face to 
face as a man speaketh to a 
friend, Bxod. 38: 11. This writer 
says that on one occasion in the 
commencement of his work that 
the Lord got mad at him and they 
met at an inn, and the Ijord tried 
to kill him. See Exodus 4: 23-24. 
Then when he comes to die, he 
tells us all about his death, age 
and that no man knows to this 
day the spot where he is laid. In 
our opinion it is not very likely 
that he himself knows. Dead 
I are not supposed to be able 
to preach their own funeral ser- 
mons and tell what has taken j 
piaee after they are dead and hur- 
ried. See last chapter of Deut. 

JOEL Ml BERBY. 




I INSPmED CONTBA- 
DIOTIONS. 

In the following we piupnse to 
give the reader just i lew of the 
most plain and positive coutradic- 
tious to be touud m the iiibb 

The very idea of talking abunt 
finding contradictions in a booi^ 
called the Inspired Truth and 
Word of God, how»T«r, is simply 
a contradiction of «nd within it- 
self. It is the some as saying that 
the Book is true ajid false at the 
sauit; tiuw'. Hut that is just what 
we find the Book to be. The only 
diit'erence is, we hud ten fahse- 
hoods to where wie find one truth, 
which very fact, we claim,, de- 
stroys tile very semblance of Di- 
vinity , omir, ted with the Book, 
ll proves lis human origin to a 
fraction, l-or instance it is stat 
ed that in the Garden of Eden 
Qod told Adam and Eve that on 
the very day they ate of the fruit 
of a certain tree they should 
surely die. But up steps his Sa- 
tauic iMaje.sly iu the form ot 
serpent, as it is stated, though ser- 
pents are not considered U) be 
very wise, nor much of talkers, 
aud tells tliem they should not 
surely die. That (iod was ouly 
fooling thein. Tli.y to<.k liis 
jesty's advice iii.stead ol God's, 
and it says that Adam lived to the 
age of 930 yews. It don't state 
how old Eve was as we don't find 
the age of any woman recorded in 
the Bible. But she uo doubt lived 
to a good old age. How is that 
for a .self euutradietiou, 

The truth we find to be is this : 
fHther God did know, or else he 
did not know, whether he was 
telling Adam and Bve the truth 



on soiiie other form from the low 
est to I he lii^rbest, and the whole 
earth is a liattling ground for ex- 
istence, in which that universal 
law, 'the survival of the fittest 
prevails," 

Ijet me ask him the question: 
Would it not be a wise plan for 

our law-makers to pattern by this 
law, and make it a "criminal of- 
fence" for a "weak minded,'' 
diseased or imix-eile person t(i 
marry and bring weak and dis- 
ea-sed off-spring into tiie wdrM .' 
Bro, Severance, like a great m; 
others, cannot see goodness 
wisdom ill the Universe on account 
of "calamities, suffering, etc. 
Some people are prone to mflgnify 
all tile evils aiul entirely ignore 
all the i,'o(ni, and are always eoiii- 
I'laiinng ol' their lot. What are 
27!t.(HHI peojile killed by cyclone 
or earthsuake compared to the 
countless m3lli<ms who have liv<'(l 
a happy life and died a "natural 
death"" 'Ihe moon appe-irs to lis 
to he the lage.st of all the heav- 
enly hodie.s, even larg. r than the 
sun at certain times, and will 
totally eclipse that huuinary, al- 
though it would take several mil- 
lions of bodies like our moon to 
e(pial the volume of the sun. The 



thfi 



the 



"FATALISM OR FORBOKDI- 
NAUON." 



so we ai " 

ajit to magnify the present evils 
l>eeause they are so near compar- 
ed with thi future that they en- 
tirely eclipse all the "blessings 
of life.'- 

i'aul «.us one of the greatest 
suti'erers of his time. He said: 
•■\oue of these light afflictions 
are worthy to be compared to the 
glory that is to be revealed iu 
u^. " 1 not ouly admit the wis- 
dom and goodness in the forma- 
tion of the eye, but also in the 
tapeworm, cancer, etc., although I 
may not be able to see and explain 
it. I do see a plau being worked 
out in all these disea.ses that id- 
flict mankind, in that it has set 
men to thinking and all that we 
know about the human body is 
the result of this thinking If umu 
waa constituted like the aniimals 
and lived as they do, mid had no 
need of liou.ses or clothing to pro- 
tect liim from the weather, I 
diubt if he would have mueh 
more energy or thought than Uie 
aiiunaiB do. Infidelity and' 'Ath< 
ism too, although it is "a great 
evd" is doing a great good; in 
that it is setting the chureh-mau 
who ' is established in the faith," 
to thinkng by attaekng the foun- 
dations of his beliei^ to examine 
the ground to which his faith 
founded. The history of all ph 
osuphies and religions lia.s bet 
that when man heeomes ,se tiled 
his belief he ceases to be active and 

degenerates. Then he 

have something to stir him ap and 
set him to thinking. 'When the 
Jewish church conceived the idea 
that tliey were ' the ehoseii p.-o- 
ple of Uod" and kuevv all tiiat 
was to be known of the truth, 
they degenerated and became cor- 
rupt and Jmm eaa« aa a great 
reformer. His first idea was to 
reform the Jewish church. He 
said: "I am not come but to the 

lost sheep of tiie house of ] 

Failing in this, he turned to the 
"Gentiles." When the church .„ 
der Ronaan rule conceived the idea 
that they were the only 'ortlm- 
dox church in existence, they per- 
secuted and put to death all those 
who dared to differ; they became 
so utterly corrupt that Martin 
Luther arose and "protested" 
human laws were "euaeted ' or | '1*?"^'°^ them. Failing to reform 
made by men, and "law and \ ^^^*^ Ronmn church, he established 
order" is the act of a concious ! ^ church of his own known as Pro- 
intelligence for the purpose of ac- testantism. I^ater on, we find 
uomplishing certain ends. Condi- 
tions decide what laws are made, 
but ihey do not niidie tlie laws. 
Conditions al.so decide what man 
will do under certain circum- 
stances. Each man's will is a law 
unto himself. Bro. Channing says 
"Until we have some evidence of 
od. we ,should ignore him com- 



Editor Blade : 

I desire a short space to an- 
swer Bro. Severance's "ideas" on 
"Fatalism and Poreordinatimn. " 

I. readily admit that one or ihe 
other must be accepted as a belief. 
He believes in faltalism while I 
accept foreordination as tiie mo.st 
logical conclusion in the matter. 
He says: "The man who cham- 
pions the design argument, strikes 
an insurmountable obstacle at the 
start." Design must have a de- 
er." Who created him in thi.s 
case?". We will answer him the 
same as he did the question of 
did matter originate t, lli' .says 
"Reason teaches us that matter 
has always existed. Bro. Severance 
has a great deal to say about im- 
mutable laws, Who made these 
laws?. Not only must design 
have had a designer, but a law 



telv. 



■videi 



it is rehiled, 
ployd an Arab guide to conduct 
him over the mountaina. He ob- 
ed that the Arab was. very de- 

t. He said to him one day: 
oil know that there 



(Ml'.'' 



Th 



ab drew him.self 
ed: "How do i 
know that a certain aiiimd passed 
by my tent last night T I did not 
see it." B« knew by the foot- 
prints in the sand. So may we, 
iigb we nuay not see a bodily 
r((rni. like tus to that of a man, see 
the "footprints of a creator" (an 
aiwise designer of the Universe). 
He farther says: "I do not believe 
that 'oonseioQi iniielllgenee' 
creatM one form of life to live 



that when the Church of England 
became a dead formality, the Wes- 
leys attempted to reform and as a 
result we see the rise and progress 
oif the Mietaodist ehimdi. Bue yet 
there was some great radical here- 
sies incorporated in the Church of 
Paganism in the days of Constan- 
tine and it r. mained for .Jihti Mur- 
ry to refute those errors and pro- 
claim the universal love of God 
"our Father" for all uwnkind, 
and as a nsiilt of his preaehiuf' 
and othi; 
.salist elm 



we have tlk- I'l, 



ch, 

l>eet to ivst here thinking we 
know all. When th,. ehrnvh has 
become "cold and loniul ' it r,.. 
mains for Ingersoll and others to 
go up and down lecturing and 
striking it the very foundations 
of Christian faith. We need this 
to stir up the "de-ad eliureh 
members" cause tlu-m to reason 
out and "work out their own sal- 
vation" and advance in knowl- 
edge and usefulnesa. 

A. B. WADE. 

Gbaifaa, His. 



A PAttI aTAIIT. 



"Them last two naali «oa't eowc 
h« hoarselr ■■■BMUsl "Th' i|hl 
win bay* to Start all mr aptfa." 

m vast 



"Th* trouble la," he explained, "that 
th" moTlngplcture man has struck a 
bad spot In his flira an' th' pictures 
Is no good. Are you ready up there, 
perfeasor? All right Shake hands, 
boya." 

And the battle made a fresh start 



An Awful Jolt. 

. see you have a new automobile," 
said WIggs, enviously. 

"YeB, " responded Biggs as he slowed 
up the machine near the sidewalk, 
"and it's a beauty. Everything works 
like clockwork." 
•Thafg good." 

"Ttic tires are puncture-proof." 
"Hetter still" 

"And she goes like the wind." 
"Gop whizz! Wl.sh T owned one." 
"By the way. are you fond of ri- 
ding?" 

"Am I fond of rIdinK? Well. 1 
should say bo." 

"Well, here's a street ear transfer I 
Just found. I won't need It and you 
can ride home on It." 



"What did she say?" 
"Nothing. She Just coughed and 
spluttered." 

■•Eh?" 

"When I reached over to take her 
hand the blamed canoe capsized and 
she swallowed about nine gallons of 



What He Kad Done. 
'Td be ashamed to beg If I was ■ 

big, healthy-looking man like you." 
said the sarcastic woman. "You ought 
to look for a Job of some kind. Have 
you done anything at all during the 
past yearr* 



"Yes, 1 



. I 1 



AN EXCEPTION. 



HURAL SHOPPING. 

"Hello, Uncle HIrnnr" ruelalmed 
the proprietor <\{ iiie villaRe store. 
"What can I do for yon loday^' 

"Wall. I reckon yew kin Kim me er 
quarter's wuth uv sugar an er dollar's 
wuth uv chawin' terbacker," replied 
the old granger. "It dew seem like er 
•In tew waste good money for sugar, 
but th' ole woman got th' Idee In her 
head ez heow she kaln't gtt eriong 
without It, an' ther habit's got slch a 
holt on her she gits erwajr with er 
quarter's wnth purty nigh eVry 
by grassl" 



\ tfouar's worth of to- 
baeoo, did too sarr 

"Yaas," answered the old man, 
"that wuB what I said, but mebby 
yew'd better gimme tew dollars' wuth 
UT that terbacker, fer I ain't right 
shore ef I'U be down ergaln fer three 
or four weeks, an' I want t^tf ter 
run me, by Jtatajrl" 



•erlptural Rsflsetlen. 

The man with the fading fringe of 
hair In a sort ot a festoon from ear 
to ear across the back ot his head 

stood In a 



and so forth. 
Tcming aadljr away hs mtissd 
"Unto her that hath shaU ba i 
b.it from kiai that hath act sba 
taken evsi that Which he hitfe." 



Led on by the Minister. 

"Then you don't think 1 practise 
what I preach, eh?" queried Rev, Mc- 
Moutner In talking with one of the 
deacons at a meeting. 

'No, sir, I don't," was the reply. 
"You've been preachin' on the subject 
o' resignation for two years an' ye 
haven't resigned yet." 



Neglected His Chances. 

"I was born In a log cabin on a 
farm," began the tramp, but he got 
no further, 

"And Is this all you have made of 
such splendid opportunities r' cried 
the man he hoped to toueh. "Ton de- 



Hardly. 

"She dropped In a dead fail 
"Well, you didn't expect h 
off In a lively one, did you?" 



THI OlFPIRINCt. 

Tht* country writw for the preset 

He has a happy war 
Of aettlag by 
When news to shy 

And he has na«wht ts say. 



B lucklem humor 
We alloKPd funny men. 
Could try the ru»e 
t'pon a muse 
Thafa balky now and the 



"Little KIsle, whose mother was 
visiting her neighbor, was doing the 
flve-flnger exercises. 

Thump! Rattlel Bang, bang,! Rat- 
tle! Thump! 

"Great heavens!" cried the neigh- 
bor, starting up. "What on earth la 
your daughter trying to play now?" 

"It's an exercise. " said little Elsie's 
mother, beaming with maternal pride, 
"from 'First Steps In Muilc.'" 

"'first Steps m llusler" repeated 
the harrassed neighbor. "Well, dear, 
is thers Bothiiw she oaa play with her 



•LOW ■UT auM. 





Mrs. Farmer Whlffletree — Do you re- 
member our courting days, Silas? You 
j was Ova years proposing to me. 

Mr. WhlfDetree — Haw! haw! yes. 
And you was two years more saying 
■Tills is so sudden." 



True Womanly. 



The Fannlly. 
A poodle and a rubber pla 

The Newlyweds preter; 
That's why taca •oMde al 



Consistent Thssty. 

"Don't you believe tks " 
the head of the house, mt 
the final say?" 

"Certainly I do." 

"Tkan why doot yen i 
the open sad say sor 



"Why did she get angry at that 



I sights at the aeigh- 



il am. 

Pipkins— 111 take this toy comet 
Dsalei^Bnt it is out of order, sir. 
It won't blow St all. I'll have It re- 
paired. 

Papklns— No, I want It Just as It is. 

It's a birthday present for my Hve- 
year-old son and heir. 



Great Feat 

Joker— Hear how they eaptured 
that westsra trala robberf 
Poker— I tboui^t he escaped. 
Joker— No, he stole a pair of shoes 

and they pinched him. — Amherst Pour- 
Leaf Clover. 



The One Big Trouble, 

"Dar's one big trouble wid you laiy 
Iniiers," said llrotlier Dickey. 
"An' what Is it?" 

"You'll never find de nlgRer In d:» 
I'oodplle "*f you have ter cut de wood 
er git ter l.ln,'" 

When Patience Ceases. 
•Do you think it 

line religion I 

"Not If the inspire shows a yellow 




"My daughter ou^i 
cesBful actress." 
"Why so?" 
"She has lost that 
gave her at Christmas.' 



An-n't you gtrfag tO tl7 tO nlSS 

anylliing?" 

"Oh. yes; I'm trying tO niSS the 

mortgage." 

Behind the Time*. 
"And you turned him dnrsf 
"1 should say I didi Ofs too old 

fashioned for me." 
; ""How's thatr 

I "When he asked me to marry him 
i he asked me if I Utnd him. The 
ideal" 



He sent his love a box of sweeta- 
Bhe answered him rather briefly ; 
The total welaht was ]uat a pound- 



HlB Way. 
"I wonder If there is aot boom way 
In which I can cut down the cost of 

living?" 

"I have discovered a dandy way." 
"For heaven's sake put me next" 
"1 always wait until I am not hun- 
gry to go to my meals." 



His Mansion In the gklee. I 

"Hallroom says he hopes some day j 
to have a private bath." I 

"In that case Hallroom had better 
be good." 

• Why do you think so?" 

'"He stands a slim chance of baring 



VANITY, ALL It VANITY. 



At the Club. 

Mrs. Highbrow— My dear Mrs. Pick- 
le, are you not interested in this 
question of conservatioaT 

Mrs. Pickle— No much. Tou see 
oonservae are rather too miwh In the 
fkaey line for me. I sttei to piala pre- 



"Women are crasy about erorythlng 

being put down." 
'"There Is one exception to the rule." 
"What la that?" 

"They don't like their circumstances 

to be reduced. 




An Old Story. 
"Did you ever see a man get 'Bta^e 
fright' while reading a bill of fare?" 

•Sure." 

What bappenedr' 

"He ordered bam and eggs and pre- 
tended that was whst he wanted." 



"He seems to bo a maa of decided 

"So he Is, but most of his views are 

decided by lils wife." 



The Difference. 

"Don't you adore the drama of hu- 
man appeal?" 

'"I must say, 1 rather prefer the one 
of animal spirits." 



How dare you propose marriage to 
me while in such a condition! 

Lynn — Ah, m' dear, how else would 
I get up courage, ay, audacity, to ever 
hope— hic— being worthy of such In 
comparable beauty, magaetism and— 

Maude— That sxeusas yoo, Tes. 



lay the whole 



My neighbor's 



John. .S 
caref\il u 
automotji 



"Pa, do the Shriners cross the hot 
•Ms to creau a tUrstr 
"No. By sm: tkat Isat Beossaary." 



DOES MORTAL MAN 



tmum A MD oom BOL ms 

<Mnr DMimT; OB IB HE 
TBI 0BI4TDBB OF FATE? 



For twenty yeart I have been a 
fatalist, believing with Thomas 
Carlyle, that "it is not in man 

that walkc'th to direct his foot- 
stc'ixs;" iil.-iu, that "wliat'fre we 
purpose W'J do hut row, we're 
steered by fate." in the tirst 
place we are forced into this 
worid without' wtah or ddaire, and 
are given certain characteristics 
that coniix,'! us to live in coiifor- 
iiLily with them, and we fire lx)rii 
wilii liiUiit taUuts drp, hdciit oil 
favorable conditions lor develop- 
ment; with diapositiun mid em- 
penmeat that reveal our natural 
tendencies and the i)rot)able di- 
rection in which fate will steer us. 
We arc siiuply liuiiiau machines 
from the very start, for the uni- 
versal forces of Nature pump our 
breath and Uood, digest our food, 
and comfMl n* to think. All tiicse 
movem«nta being involuntary or 
mechanical, what are we thus far 
but puppets in the hands of Na- 
ture. We possess eonsfjiousness 
and what is known as will, but our 
d<-sir.'.s nrv tin- only things that 
have iiow.M- to niiisc tlu' nill or to 
compel its action; and a man has 
no iiijore to do with hia desires 
than with the pumiping of his^ 
breath and blood, for they come," 
or rise up within him, in an in- 
voluntary I1U111I1.T; and the stron- 
gest of Iheiii force liiiu into action 
for their gratitieation. if mortal 
man had no desires he would 
have no incentive to aet; so his 
desires which he does not create 
the same lirintr spontaneous, 
produced l.y his .-ii vironinents, 
are the n'.irulatois of his conduct. 

1 never had the least desire to 
be a Methodist minister, hut 
thousands of men have had, juid 
that desire drove them into the 
pulpit ; and riffht here I wish to 

say that fi ioni of choice is a 

fallacy, hrriiiise. what tt called 
choice is snnply the .strongest of 
one oi^ nia.iy dcsin-s; and wiici 
' ,ed to H ' 



ich.a de- 



|^WBd h6^v doea it 



• was and never will be, for 
as I have shown, man, the invol- 
untary thinker, the humAH mi 
ine run by universal forces, is 
controlled by his desires, aod 
does not, nor cannot act indcpi 
dent of them. Ik- is a puppet 
every sense of the word, for he 
it tli4 ttenwl slave of conditions, 
th« «T«r reapoDiive factor of de- 
sire. "What desire demands ht 
does, if possible; at any rate he 
tries. That desires are stren^h 
ened or weakened by .iud^nncn 
and companion, I do not deny, hu 
the strongest when viewed in the 
light of acll'-interest, hy preju- 
dice, or perverted reiuson, is what 
inaures action. The will is called 
into play by that desire which ex 
erts the greatest influence over it 
but the will is not free in its 
choice or .selection of desires, be 
cause iiuuiy thiufrs act upon it and 
alfect ita decisions. The will 
tually has no mere freedom than 
a weath«r vane, for the law of Na- 
ture compels it to follow the lines 
of lca.st rcsistence in all its detcr- 
niinations; and plea.surahle results 
it must choose instead of tlio.sc 
likely to insure misery. 1 wish to 
make this point plain because the 
only argument Uie opponents of 
fatalism can present worth notice 
or consideration, is that the will 
has power of delil]eration and 
choice upon comparison of desires. 

Apparently on first view it has, 
but the will ia not free in an ab- 
solute sense to choose anything; 
for it is influenced in a thousand 
ways bv conditions and environ 
niel.ts. and acts a.s it must act 
from force of cireuiiistaiie< s. 

When life is plea.sant and sat 
isfactory th. will seeks t.» prolong 
it. but when joy and >,'ladneaB 
have departed and hojie has dis- 
api>eared, the will seeks the de- 
struction of the body as naturally 
as it soukIiI to preserve it under 
the (vther conditions. 

Said I/ord Hyron: "My whole 
life was .1 (oiitcst sin<'e tiu' day 
that gave me birth • • * nnd I at 
times have found the struggle 
hard and thought of shrking off 
my bonds of day. " It is the con- 
ditions under which one finds him- 
self in lif- that coim.Im'Is the will 
to choose (ieath in preference to 
further exiutence; so henceforth 
when this fact is considered, let 
no superficial thinker prate about 
free wiU. 
P. B. Buidolph eondeuMd 



■If-destnictioB in the slrongest 
rms, and yet IBS "free will" was 
t influenced ^ eonditions that 
acted upon ity^s tadsd hii life 
ith his own l^d. 
Let us rtilest again on the 
ords of Cari^le: "It ia not in 
man that watteth to direct his 
foosteps. ' ' ^uj^ man knows with 
absolTitt <NiPfy he will do 
a we^ hm m Kf ^ t a year hence? 
Who can tmte autobiography in 
advance, giving day and date of 
death, the caude, and the final 
resting place for his body? No 
c ; for fate decides these things 
id fate reveala nothing before it 
curs. If man shaped and con- 
trolled his own destiny, lie would 
know in advance all these things 
be alila to liv(! in accordance 
his desires .also as long as 
•e lasted; whereas, men livt; 
[ (lav to day as their tnviron- 
Is <l'e ide and die when fate 
ees, without being notified in 
advance. ^ 

Said O. W. Holmes: "Our lives 
are but a st^g of guess-'s at the 
future," anflunlcss some one can 
disprove tlii* .statenicn;, let no 
man affirm CTiat he shapes his own 
destiny. Said John W. Draper: 
"Men do not control events, buA 
events control men," and as pup- 
pets in the luaids of universal Nar 
ture, we all dance in response to 
impelling causes. What we re- 
gard as a gdbd man deserves no 
more credit for being go<id than a 
bad man dei^erves censure; both 
playing the .part in life which fate 
decided without power to do oth- 
erwise, for as Inger.soll said : "T 
impossible i*vcr oeeiirs, " and 
is utterly impossible for all men 
to be or to, think alike. Who 
makes the variations; the i 
themselves? ■ Not much; .ind 
cry man who walks this earth is 
just what he is from ecessity. 
The mind of childhood is filled 
with errors and falsehoods by re- 
ligious teachers, and bigotry and 
prejudice ever after have their 
influence on the will, eoiupelling 
it to kill Jews in Ruwia oi Chris- 
tiansen Turkey, and making per- 
secution prevalent amo 
iouf! sects every where. 

world 



. bom with misery ready m»de. 
and with him are ciHupelled to 
think and say: 



To wretches such as I." 

The baais of man's misery is 

his thoughts, but being an invol- 
untary thinker there is no escape 
for hi'iiK 

How nice it would be if a man 
could stop thinking when his 
thoughts SM unplessant and dis 
tressing; but no, he most think 
on and endure his hell as best he 
can, for only in natural or artifi- 

l.ended.''' " . 

"How will you keep my brain 
from thinking," w»s a question 
rec*'ntly asked Ms phjrsieians by 

the I'ope. Thinking can be stop- 
ped onlv in two ways, by sleep or 
l.v .Ieath. Tile brain is 'be or-an 
oi' tboi.-ht and it is well to con- 
sider for ,i moment this part wl 
our physical machinery. 

Says (). \V. Holmes: "The more 
we examine the mechanism of 
thought, the more we shall see that 
autom«tie, nneonaeious action of 
the mind enters largely into all its 
processes. 

An idea in the brain is an im- 
pression made on living tissue, 
which is the seat of active nutri- 
tive processes. The brain must 
be fed or it cannot woilv. Four 
great ves.-iels Hood every part of it 
with hot scarlet b 



ally dcNiroyed or 
worn out, and that is all there is 
life. Our individual oa- 
reen are shaped for us, and fate 
decides our life with as much 
certainty and accuracy as is seen 
in the movements of the heavenly 
bodies. 

Oonscious or unconscDUS enti- 
ie.H. all are the same in Nature's 
stirnation, for ceaseless change 
without plan or purpose i;' all that 
can discover in its investi- 
gations. 

For life iK a riddle that none 
can gueSB; 
And whether it curse or whether 

it bless. 
Depends ou no endeavor; 
For the q>ider of fate with a 
thousand eyes, 
wf>aving its web for human 

flies; 

And the Hies l.n/./ on fo'wer! 
H.\.\'.\IX(^ SKVKKANCB. 

THEOW RELIGION OUT _0F 
THE OHUBOHES. 

Unless Ws Prodvos Orsster Men 
Than now Biisk Ws Xwt Oo 
BMkwvd lutMd of Forward, 
•ad tht ■nmui Bass wm B« 



lid I 



el to 



of its atoms. Stop this sui»l>ly 
and we .Irop senseless." 

.This is one of the best descrip- 
tions of our thinker ever laade. 
and those who feel inclined to 
connect a human spirit with man's 
thought ea:i lalMji- a loii^; time be 
fore proviii- it. Hot, scarlet 
blood, automatically forced to the 
brain makes us think, and think- 
ing nwkes us act, and as long as 
this automatic process continues 
we are assured eoaseioainesa and 
the necessary power to play our 
fatalistic parts in the tragedy of 
life. 

So I repeat, human beings are 
nothing but machines run by na- 
tural forces, and they have no 
more to do with their destiny 
than they had with their ori-rin 

Nature produced the machines, 
•St than in motion, and runs them 



progressed is because greatw men 
nave existed outside of the church 
taninaids. 

Aa <ms of the beat possible ar 
giun«0to in liiM with this senti 
ment will be found in the follow 

ing: 

• Throw religion out of the 
churches. Replace it with scient- 
ific teaching of the laws of nat- 
ure. Produce childrt;n who will 
be able to grapple with the pirob- 
lem tiiat is now confroutmg the 
world— the greatest problem the 
world has ever known. Do away 
with religion, for science and re- 
ligion can never be harmonized." 

The above is the latest dictum 
of i'ruf. 1-^Igar L. I-H'kui, lii 
trouomcr of the -M'ounl Lowe Ob- 
servatory, who spoke at a meeting 
ui tiw Eugenics last nighit. 

I'rof. l>arkin drew on the aU 
iistics to allow that the world 
supply oi coal would be completj 
ly exiiaiuited iu ten y>ars ai tl-- 
preseut rate of cousuiupUou, and 
' ■ that unless scientists were 
who oouid store hr '^ 

the huniian race woulQ be 
wiped out. 

••The only remedy," he cried, 
••is to produce men of greater 
minds than any one who lives. Uy 
the end o* the second generaUou 
ui now thoi» must be men on 
ih greater than Edison or Te*- 
la, or the huiiuin race shall freeze. 
The popiUation of the temperate 
zones will crowd toward the equar 
tor and eventually aJl liiuuan life 
will disappear. We must meet 
this mighty problem and the study 
of eugenics alone can solve it. 

•Tell the ehildiM-n who come 
into the Sun.lay schools .something 
abouD cuKcnics, th. ir own bodies, 
and the laws of nature. Turn the 
(shurches into eugenic societies; 
forget religion; don't talk of 
mythical gods; relegate the very 
word 'religion' to the back of the 
Dictionary; learn to produce chil- 
dren who are able to grapple with 
pn.bl.Miis before us. Religion 
oing; Hatiionalism ami Science 
coming to take its place. No 
nan ciui be taught to care for 
ner own body or to produce a pt-r- 
fect child so long as she is steep- 
ed and saturated with the doc- 
trines of the Nww Testament. The 
teaehings of St. Paul and the 
teaohings oi science can never 
harmonize. 

"In a few years our churches 
will have been tu' iied l.ol-tom.sidi; 
up; we will have thrown the word 
'religion' out of the front door — 
-Fiduoatioo will have been revo- 
lutionized. 'When the time has 
conne that a fourteen-year-old 
child can iro inside a Sunday 
school and be i.ermitted to hear 
one law of nature, rather than the 
teachrngs of religion, a monument 
should be erected to the event." 



TOUOM JOB. 

Tba eld major had baen on an <>x 
teaded trip "up aoir." Now he was 
Is th laneral store of the vtl 
lace telling of hia travals. 

"And NIacara fMla. sshl" he hoKan 
▼tvldljr. "What essM kS a granHor 
ilsht? To thiak of the vast, inmn. 
celvablp power Is those mllllona of 
of water that dash over the 
rocl<«! \n(l thon to ihink tliat those 
falla nre harnrsspfl l>.v mere man!" 

le major pnuaed for brenth and 
the oM colored man, who had Jiint 
p In with a pall of eggs, looked 
Interested. 
"Ma.liih:- 



'Thlnkln' what Ah d give to sf-e det 
_ I'man try en harnesa dat ol', ol' 
mule Ah bought r'um de bankrupt cir- 
cus last spring, Tee-hee!" 



His Views on Suffrage, 
When the female canvasser asked 
the old farmer to sign a petition In 
favor of a woman's movement he eyed 
the document for a while with suspl- 
"No. rm agaln^ It," was re- 
with the emphasis of a man who 
had had some domestic Infelicity. "A 
wo^an who's alius a-movin' Is alius 
aFgWtin' In trouble. If you've got any- 
thiac to keep her quiet I'll sign It" 




Two Rsasona. 

Seymour— I don't Intend to marry 
until I reach the years of discretion. 
Ashley— In that case you'll never 

Seymour — How do you make that 

Asbely — In the first place, you would 
never reach the years of discretion, 
even If you lived a thousand rears; ta 
the second place, if you did reach the 
years of discretion you would hi 
enough not to marry. 



DOWN, NOT OF. 



No Kiek Thers. 
The new arrival had Just written 
a name and address in the hotel 
register. 

"IVom YpsllantI, eh?'^ said the 
clerJt; "that's the town. Isn't It. where 

■JJo, sir." Interrupted the other, 
with a frown; "we're perfectly satis- 
fled- with the name of our city. You're 
thinking of Osbkosh." 
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Disposing of Hash, 
teaat— I see that all the lood serv«d 
to a guest at a Japanese dinner and 
' eonsumed by him at the time Is 
to his home by the servants of 




Not Her Way. 

Elderly Relative — Lucy, you surely 
don't think of marrying Geoffrey to re- 
form him! 

Miss Lucy— Oracious, no. auntie! 
I'm tryiac to reform Oeoflrey la order 
to marry hlsb aad 111 alt 



In the Publle lye. 

"Here is a brochnre entitled 'What 
at. Louis U Doins."* 

"Pittsburg doosBt seed say adver- 
tlalng Uhe that" 

"No." 

"Everybody knows what Pittsburg 



The Ete 

She— Here is 
man scientist w 
live to be 600, i>( 

He— Good Kill 



I Feminine, 



! Balls 



Stuhli— The liesi umbrellas to put 
up quickly are those with the patent 
steel spring. 

Penn — H'ml 1 have found those w 
a gold handle the most convenient 



"A Detroit minister says that 
full of peek-a-boo waists." 

•A queer statement for a 
to make when he U tryiat to 
to go to heaven." 



Now They're Pussy. 

"A 8t Louis girl wore 
elothlBC ia order to eeeape sulU 
would sever de that!" 

"You would aever aeed to, d« 



• have kept one hours at 




This maiden so ti 
^nd a little b 



Higgins— How were th* aeroplane 



Wiggins— Oood, oaly for the 
that the traeh was too heavy tor nuk 
king recorda. 

Higgtae— What do yoa aMaat 



Pittsburg, you know. — Puck. 



An Unfair 



Oh, t 



the fair maid as she glanced ovei 
restaurant menu card. "And I dearly 
love them." 

•I'm glad of that," replied the young 
man In the case, "as I have frequently 
been accused of being a lobster." 



A Born Oipiomat. 

His Wife— John, yesterday wat 
birthday and you never even thought 
to bring me a box of candy. 

Her Husband — rm sorry, my dear, 
but there Isn't a thing about your ap- 
pearance to remind me that you are 
a day older than you were a yeer aga 



THE CAUai OF IT. 




Tim— I see dat Joe Slmpeoa'a goll's 
gone back on 

Tom— Huh! dat's eaay. Oer teller 
she's goln' wid now, hIa madder keeps 

vr candy i 



■■ok te the tolk 

Have you Jolaed 1 
soil movement T" 

"You bet: I'm tired ot aitiaoial Use 



The Faarless One. 

"With all your wealth are you 
ifrald of the proletariat?" aaked the 

lelver In sociological problems 

"No. 1 ain't," snapped Mrs. New- 
■ioh "We boll all our drlnkln^ water. 



Oettinf 

"If you suddenly 
to face with Prislist Taft. 

would you do?" 

"Oh 1 guess 1-4 aA hiia Im a 

llilllli " 



That month anil throiiifli Uei'i'mber: 
pined for nummer heat and pitted 
For days when I oould swelter 
Out In the sun and not eateh ooM 
■•oh time t Isft my shelur. 

Jid now that such days havo aifhrw 
Aod the asphalt has meltad. 

On all the str • * " 
For full a d 




Miss Cutting (Istemaptlns)— Aw- 
>n me, but what lunatic asylum hai 
le escaped from? 
Sapleigh— Why, I 
know she was a loaatler 



K after you. aa4 Tm sareaoir 



A HOT TIML 




Cant Laarn Too Often. 
JUMthor la taachlnc her how to swim, 
Holdlns hor closely to calm her fear; 
Why am I Ucklns and looking glumT 




The Retort Ceurteeue. 

A ronac womaa had failOB upoa the 
l e »eovered pavemeat aad a maa 
stepped fofflvard to oiler hIa serylees. 

"Altow SM— ^ he baiaa. hat hi 
sUpped aad he feU flat upon hIa 

"Certainly." responded the 



Tho Rsvarao. 

"Do you believe In humoring bus- 
bands f 

"Well, my dear, when you have been 
married as long as I have, you wUl 
And that If yea begin by hunuMriag 



"I want to get a line 
low. Whom does he cars for yria* 

clpally?" 
'"Himself." 

"But has he no companion?" 
"Oh, yea; his umbrella." 



THB RBgBWBLANCB. 




Miss Jackaon — Youah singing brings 
tears to my eyes, Mr. Johnson. It re- 
minds me of my poor tmA father. 
Mr. Johnson— Wns he a siagerr 
Miss Jackson— No; he wus a flsh 
peddler. 



No Chance. 
The owr» a very wise old bird! 
So far Ma wisdom's carried 

I at all, but. thai^ 



■say at Firet 

'OiOTe at first sight Is easy," re- 
marked the young widow. 

"Just so." rejoined the old bachelor. 
"Fsw people can stand the test ol a 
long-drawn-out acquaintance." 



Joining Tham. 

"'There Is a certain class of men 
who are unable to aay 'No." " 

"And the British peers will be In 
that class If their veto power Is taken 



Hard te Touek. 
'"This is paradoxical.'' 
"What Is? " 

■^hy, the closer a man Is 
«r It la to touch him." 



At« 
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TRIUMPH OF SKEPTICISM 



I 



1909- 



-1909 



rtttllons Everywhere Decline to Make Declar- 

ation of Religious Belief A 

i 



BY a. W.. FOOTK. 



the Oliriitiaa religion, irt>w atten- 
tion "with deep regret" to the 
faet that in the i*'reiich census ol 
IHttl ao leM than i,0b4,uoti per- 
gona" declined to uuike au>' de- 
claration of religioiu beliel. ' it 
would, perhapa^ be inaooorate to 
aUege Uiat alt tbeae are pronounc- 
ed unbelieveca. &k>me oi them 
may merely hold that tiie stale 
haa no concern with tbeir religio\is> 
opinions. But a very considerable 
proportion must remain, wJio 
stand outside every lorm ol 
cliristiauity. jViauy are Voltaiiam, 
rejecting revealed religion, while 
retauung a vague Deisni. Uiliers 
are Atueiata or Agnostics, who 
iMive discarued all kiiids ol super- 
naturalisiu and largely regard re- 
ligiou as a luixluie ol moalal dis- 
ease aud pricsily impoaUre. 

Such IS the stale ol J; rauce, the 
radiating center o£ iiiuropeau 
ideaa. iuigland is proverbially 
alow, trougU tenacious. Our 
people are more upeii to praetical 
appeals thau lu uppeabi ol pria- 
Ciple. Thfcu Wits aud imagiiia- 
tiona are less active liiau those ol 
the f'renoh. but they are daily 
becoming more acoeaaible to 
ideaa. Xheir paasion for truth is 
inoreaaing. More and more tliey 
aak whetber principles and siaii- 
ments an trae^ not whetner tiicy 
are old and venerable, or useiui 
on some ground oi eomproiiuse 
where falsehood is reeoncUed 
with benelieieuee. Logie, in short, 
IB gaining a hrmer lioid on the 
Jiingiish mindj and as our people 
begm to think, without respect 
to tlie ill consequences that are al- 
ways prophesied by the uphold- 
ers oi existing lusUluUuus, they 
will investigate foundatioiu as 
the h reneh are doing. AVoe be- 
tide, then the hoarieat auperati- 
tiiHu! liverything will diaappear 
that cannot stand the test of what 
Cardinal Aewmau dreaded — "tlie 
restless inlelleet of man.' Jilec- 
trie searciilights will play upon 
every comet of the preaent un- 
der the rule of the paat. There 
Vill be a flight of a monstroua 
brood of tyrannous lies to the 
realm of Chaos aud old Xiglit; 
and uiau, wilh clantied iuleileel 
aad poritied heart, having freed 
himfAif fr^m the yoke of impos- 
tnr« and leantt the manly leaaon 
of aelf-reliauce and aelf-control, 
will recognize the pinnacled truth 
which all religions have obscured 
— that virtue is the offspring of 
wisdom and happiness the child 
of both. 

But this process will necessar- 
ily be gradual. Itevolutions in hu- 
man attaira are only believed in 
by thoae who have read history 
<m the aurface and never pene- 
trated to the great causes of in- 
tellectual and moral uiovemeuts. 
The advance of humanity is au 
evolution. This is the reason why 
"no one aver aaet a religion die." 
It required eeatwlw to dethrone 
the goda of Olymypua. During 
the hrst three years of its propa- 
ganda, chrisliuuiiy ouly succeed- 
ed in eoveriijg a Iweulielh pari o! 
the inhabitants of the Koman em- 
pire. And Christianity under- 
went a change in triumphing; it 
atooped to conquer; in overcom- 
ing Paganism it became fagan- 
iam itaelf. Nor ia it even cow free 
from the law it then obeyed. Suc- 
ceaa haa ita conditions. Life itself 
is a constant adjustment. *'To 
live," aaid Cardinal Newman, ' is 
to change." And Christianity 
changes in order to exist. Except 
in the periodical manifestoes of 
the Papacy, couched in the pom- 
pous Latin of a bygone age, 
where shall we find the note of 
■ aovereign authority in its deliv- 
erances* It explains, apologises, 
heightens, softens and even be- 
saeches. ^lore and more it as- 
sumes the tone of a su^jplieaul. 
And the changed tone is accom- 
panied by an altered leaching. 
Awltward doctrines may not be 
absolutely abandoned, but they 
are minimized, while emph 
laid on more plausible i-jnets. in 
the schools called "liberal,' 
"advanced," or "forward," the 
harsher features ol' tlie old faith 
are sot'leued and sometime, 
plained away. A new theory of 
itie inapiratiou of scripture 
taught. To uae a phrase of Coler- 
idge 'l, we are to accept as inspir- 
ed what "finds" us. Some go to 
tht lanfth of dimiiMing thioe- 



i'om-lhs o£ the miraculous element ; A 
of the Bible. Nor are the con-jA 
cessions ooiSned to reason. Oon-|X 
science is accommodated by vari-|X 
ous ndmissions. Religion, instead 'X 
01 li.iiig tin- basis of motalily, is 
deelaied to be its crown. A good,** 
life is allowed to be possible -with- 
out "faith." Future rewards i 
and puniahinanta are given a new 4 
meaning. Heaven ia vridenmg and ^ 
lie 11 is contracting. Every doc- 
inii. of ciiiistianity is receiving ^ 
a hesh explauaton. And this is ^ 
Llie real victory of skepticism. It 
cannot suddenly deotxoy chria- ^ 
tiauity, but it aboUahaa it slowly < 
by n process of dilution. The nama 4 
remains, but the substance 4 
changes. CUin.stianily is like 

li of salt in rumimg water. Lit- ^ 
tie by little the contents ^ 
ashed away although the brand ^ 
looks as brave aa ever. By t " 
by, the sack itaelf wiU collapse J_ 
and join the floatam and jetsam : 
of the ocean of time. I ^ 



Mr. Bradiaugh's aphorism that 
• man ever sees a religion 
" is literally true, but it has 
limitaiious. No man, except 
the great general, sees the whole 
of a aingle battle; aud who can 
see, in the apan of a lifeiime, the 
whole of a battle whioh rages 
•ougb generatious aud perhaps 
•uu-h centuries; Vet liistory. 
i iuiagiualiou working upou 
revelations, come to our aid 
and enable ua to see, "in the 
mind's eye," what ia inviaible to 
the organ of sense. Thus the long 
ileath of i religion may be wit- 
nessed, every phase of its dissolu- 
tion followed, aud the point dis- 
cerned when its epitaph may be 
written. 

Tlie student of history knows 
that the christian religion has 
been breaking up ever since the 
revival of learning. Just as Chris- 
tianity arose in the twilight oi 
Pagan civilizatou and Uourshed 
iu the ^ure.T.lmg night, so it be- 
gau to waue lU the youug light 
of a new day. Centui-ics have 
aince rolled by and Christianity is 
atill here; and sustamed by this 
knowledge, the christian may 
wreathe his lips with scorn. But 
did nut Pagauisui survive for cen- 
turies ihe kuell of its doom, out- 
living the bribes aud proscrip- 
tions of Gonstantine au 1 his suc- 
cessor, and lurking in the very 
magic and witchcraft of the Mid- 
dle Ages / Smittcu as it was be 
fore llie star of lietlileliem up 
peared, Paganism seemed 
aliecled for centuries, 
ph 
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obliged to practice this adjust- 
ment. Catliclies like the late 
Professor .Mivart pursued it with 
Minaziiifr dili^enee. The Roniish 
i'li\ir('ii. indeed, has a great ad- 
vautiiL'e ov'T the Protestant sects, 
for it iut'allibly interprets the in- 
fallible Bibie and is able to make 
it suit the exigencies of the mo- 
ment Professor Mivart was 
ready to liiid DiirAvinism in the 
{{ilile. He >\as also ready to liud 
tliat all the- ai)Solutc Word of 
(;od it contains might be written 
in a waistcoat pocket-book. 

This clever trick of Catholic ex- 
egesis will not succeed with 
slioii<^-iuiuded people, who know 
Unit luiallible eiiurehes aic as 
iurd as niiailible books. Nor will 
It succeed with those who are fa- 
miliar with eeeleaiaatical hiatory, 
and who know that the infallible 
ihurch has (Otea blundered, of 
ten contradicted itaelf, often been 
torn with internecine strife, and 
has sometimes put in the papal 
chair, aa God's viceregcnt on 
earth, a very monster of lust, avar- 
ice and cruelty. But the majori- 
ty, if men are not sirong-minded 
and have little acquaintance with 
history. They are without that 
knowledge of the past which All. 
.\iorley says "saves us from im- 
liii>,tiiie aud surprise." I will not, 
ih. relore, be astonishing if many 
its tern- ' of them who are too ignorant, 
ontinued To" lift their col- 1 weak and timid to think tor them- 
umns in proud beauty, its selves, should accept the Catholic 
priests were still numerous and j adjustment to the conditions of 



Catholicism and Preethought, in 
■ ■ -h more will be decided than 
the fate of the I'rotestant fetish; 
for the conflict is between reason 
and faith,, the natural and the 
supematqiral, reality and fable, 
truth and falsehood, day and 
night, the living present and the 
dead past, the rights of man and 
the claims of gods, the priest's 
dogma and the child's freedom, 
the tomb of yesterday and "the 
prophetic soul of the wide world 
aniintr on things to come." 



AN APPEAL 



•erythinL; 

■i-ure as the everlasting hills. 
Hires were performd, the vic- 
eutralls were inspected, the 
I s gavfl forth their dubious 
hreies, aud wealth was pour- 
itij the- bauds of a multitude 



ought, lettiug the 
chiireh deeide for hem how the 
liible IS to be read and under- 
stood, reposing their faithful 
heads upon the bosom of their 
Holy Mother, and heeding her 
dogmatic voice as the perennial 
oracle of Uod. 

liut til:- i'l-otestalit seets are 
Uiji' need not be surprised, (ioouied, aud tlieir uieuiljeis will 
therefore, at the present eondi- , ultimately choose between Home 
lion of Christianity. It is enor- and Reason. Minds of ordinary 
luously rich and its power is ap- calibre cannot be aatisfied with 
parently tremendous; but the | merely dexterous apologies which 
sphere of its influence in reality I bring the liible into harmony 
ever contracting. The Papacy is with modem thought by a perpe 
shorn of half its power. Free- tuai torture of its language. The 
thought is rampant in France and | relieetion must arise, thai if the 
Germany and spreading like wild- Bible does not mean what it says, 
tire even iu the cities and univer- no one can tell what it does mean, 
sities of Spain. In England the And no one can tell, exclaims the 
State ehureh feels that its life is Catholic, except the church, the 
tiireateiied. The Noucionfonnist living voice of 



bodies have crowds of ministers 
and hn->r(. ineoiues, but they are 
ahvavs souudiug notes of alarm. 
They hear the approach of the 
strong man 
possessiousi. 



> who is to take their 
is the mind of 



the creed now .face — the leeks, the oni( 

Spirit of the Age, whose jiresence the cucumber, 
is obvious in a thousand direc- 



Here, then, is safety lor timid 
and superstitious souls. But the 
Protestant quits this land of 
Egypt, with its proud Pharoah, 
and its pyramid churches, and its 
arming priests, and all the 
IS, the ;,'ailic and 
He dares the de- 
sert in search of a better laud. 
Yet he waders eternally, subsist- 
ing on droppings from heaven 
There is but one method of and chance streams in the thirsty 
temporary salvation. That metli- soil. Courage fails hiiu at sight 
od is adjnstment. Under the j of the Promised Jvaud, though 
stem law of natural selection, ; tempted by the verdaiit soil and 
which i:overns all — animals, men, i he rich dark elu-sters of the glor- 
gods "and i-reeds— everyihiii^ inns vines. Back he hies to the 
must adjust itself to live. A spe- ' dr.sert, until the old dread of 
cies may not vary for millenniums I Egypt returns and once more he 
and a creed may change but little I approaches the Promised I/and, 
for centuries. But when the en- 1 only to be driven back -it-ain by 
vironment alters, the species or | his craven fears. But this will not 
the creeds must adjust itself— or go on for.-v. r. .\rany are already 
die. IrelurniM.' 1o Kuypt. 

Ur. Gladstone himself, tliout,di i crossin- lh( .Ionian i 
stiffly orthodox in comparison j field will ultimately be left for 
with nma^ Cliriatiaa writer^ was tha mighty itruggle " ^ 
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ines who have died for human liborty. 

Wc believe that such a cause wiU 
strongly appeal to you. We are mem 
Iters of the Indiana Rationalist A'so- 
ciation, The Huckeye Secular Union, 
The American Seculnr Union, the Ra- 
tional Association of America, the In 
(Ippi-ndent Religious Society of Chicngo, 
and the Paine Historical Society; and 
>r» subscribers to all the leading Free 
thought papers ia America. We ur;."; 
each one of you to unite at once w<'<i 
ore Preethought societies, and 
for one or more Free- 
thought papers. \\'«- are perfectly sure 
if you do so that future generatious 
nrill sing your praises and call yoii 
blessed. You will also have the proud 
satisfaction of seeing the stainless flag 
ramparts of the motlejr hosts of su- 
of freedom waving npov the dismantled 
ramparta of the motley hosts of super 
stition. 

If godf and devils and priests, the 
only enemies of the race, are ever over- 
thrown, it must be done by organized 
Rationalism. There is no example in 
the whole hiatory of the world where ai 
nrganiaed priesiliood over relaxed iti 
fiendish grip from the throat of lilierty 
I'lie ICthiepian loiild ehanffp liis skii 

of humanity and freedom. 

We therefore besaaoh all Rationalists 
—every one of you — to gat together in 
u compact organization, and help to 
inaugurate a reign of reason in ibe 
Itepublie beijufiitlud to ua by .lefferson, 
I'aiiie and l-'ranl;lin. 

The vile old strumpet of orthodox 
religion sits in the palaass aai pallors 
of the world, and compels SH " ' ' 
do her bidding and to pay her homage. | 
Uy the perfect organization of ber ig- 
norant dupes, she- ciin,|i.!» our pulitio- 
iuns aud our c.ilkd oUlesnitn to 
become her panderers, procurers and 
tools for h«r infamous uses. This vile 
old bag intrudes hanelf at every birth, 
and at every death, at every marriage, 
and in our kcIiouIs with her dismal 
i.'i'iciniri,; : Mild uuiii.l if unrestrained do 
an nhu li.>« 'l'<ii( iu (ithur lands where 
unrcstittiind and opposed. She would 
make of our own fair Columbia a dea- 
potisni like that of Russia or Spain. 
The Freethinkers actually outnumber 
the forces of superstition fully two to 
one; and if we were but organized we 
could easily rid our bind of priestly 
rule and tyranny. Ladies and gentle- 
men, let UK organize and get busy. 

DR. T. J. BOWLES, 

I>re8 Indiana Rationalist Association. 
WM. V. BUCK. 
SCHUYLER LaTOURBTTE, 
JOHN C. BECK. 
JOHN H. PRINCE. 

OOMsls M. S. A. 



I heartily iMoiid tht atnmg laltar of 
Dr. Ikiwles. It lomattmas Msms that 
lave aboH^ all tha religion and per- 
sonal freedom we are entitled to, oon- 
sidering how little we hove done and 
doing to secure it. Compare our 
slothful indifTemna with tha cash 
enthusiasm of' tb* organised fofSM of 
superstition. The OatkoHcs of ladian- 
apolis recently raised a pile of money 
for a -noliody knows w-bat" fund. In 

thr >ame city raised $irj.O(itl for a new 
I'hiinh liuilding. There are now 176 
rliurclH-.s in the elty. A young Catholic 
i. iu tn, he makM $1000 a yaar adidt- 
ina sui.-.<Tiptions for s Catholio naws- 
papiM-. ihiM-e are soons of prosperous 
Caiholic and Proteelant papers, sup- 
portcl l.> public patronage aad by en- 
dowMu-iit simply because they are re 



"BILL" I 
Mary Ives Todd 



BILL'S AVENUE 

makes ynu cheerful and 

depa?t'mSnt In the ^ilEEL 
|OF Ll^FE that grows on you 

rith interest for what "BUI" 

/V\f=\DOISN«"lsa.er- 
lal running In the WHEEL 
OP LIFE. It Is writtsn by 



probism of the Worn: 

THB 

A monthly periodical. 
ORIGINS, the orlsin of MarnsBs. oi Amies, 
of KellBton, of Brotherhood, of the belief In 
Immortality. It treats broadly of Love, of 
Human Instincts and Ideals. Ik Uket 1- 
the whole Whssl of Life, irsatlnaall subjects 
ti such aclear, plain and spicy way that the 
ust Is shaken outand they become as In- 
ersitlng as a norel to sven the casual 
eader. 8snd lOesntsfor a six months'trlal 
ubscrlptlou or a quarter for a year. 

'00NPE881ON8 OP « 

aat^?of ^ £fr 
KIOH." sent wir' 
Smontaa'tnalsti 

OF Lira. Asst — 
UFE PUB. CSOwSsskAsStLoMkMob 



It is Imman nature that we acijuire 
love for a cause by working and saori- 
fldng for it. Aa lovers of mental liba^ 
ty. let ns waka up^ and get in the il|^ 
If there Is a Fraethought soeiety near, 
let us join it. If none, let us organize 
one Three energetic Freethinkers in a 
township means that soon there will 
l>o twenty. I know for I've tried it. 

Did you ever hear of a wealthy Krce 
night editor! It is a constant won- 
r how some of our excellent end brave 
papers exist, the way they arc neglect- 
ed by some of their admiring friends, 
who hugely enjoy the contents, tiut nev 
er help to pay the heavy expenses. The 
eiitmUtion is neeassarily limited, and 
ihe papers are boyeotted by all the 
orthodox advertisers. I support them 
to the best of my limited ability, and 
would ratlicT lit iiiv taxes go delin- 
i|uciit than to lap-sc my subscription to 
any of them. Within the past year I 
have given over $10.00 of my slender 
means to tha sause of BatioMUam, and 
honestly I never enjoyed anything else 
<|uite as well I shall bequeath a goodly 
lump of life in«iiranc(' when 1 go hence. 
The Mi<;jrestion of the ).'ood Dr. Bowles 
i; fine. What can I do tn help? I will 
contribute to the pcneml oiuse only,- 
not to any individual. 

Fraternally, 

D. W. SANDBU. 
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If you want to be of ser- 
vice to the cause you es- 
pouse, and at the same 
time help some of your 
friends, you can have The 
Blade sent to ten of them 
one year for Five Dollars 



